Virginia Commonwealth University Commencement Program by Virginia Commonwealth University
Virginia Commonwealth University 
VCU Scholars Compass 
VCU Commencement Programs VCU University Archives 
2017 
Virginia Commonwealth University Commencement Program 
Virginia Commonwealth University 
Follow this and additional works at: https://scholarscompass.vcu.edu/vcucommence 
 
© Virginia Commonwealth University 
Downloaded from 
https://scholarscompass.vcu.edu/vcucommence/75 
This Program is brought to you for free and open access by the VCU University Archives at VCU Scholars Compass. 
It has been accepted for inclusion in VCU Commencement Programs by an authorized administrator of VCU 
Scholars Compass. For more information, please contact libcompass@vcu.edu. 
A VCU University Relations publication
an equal opportunity/affirmative action university  
003477-03
Congratulations to all! Commencement
MAY 13, 2017
The Richmond Coliseum ✦ Richmond, Virginia
VCU Commencement 2017     1
Dear Class of 2017:
Virginia Commonwealth University takes pride in the  
work it does to educate, create, research, heal and serve.  
The education students receive here is relevant not only to 
what is happening today, but also to whatever may be in  
 the future.
Today we celebrate, as you, the Class of 2017, become 
graduates of VCU. Your success at one of America’s great 
public research universities signifies that you have done more 
than complete your courses and receive grades. Your degree 
signifies years of hard work and dedication to refining your 
skills and acquiring new ones. Your dedication to academic 
excellence will translate well to whatever you choose to do in the future. 
For 179 years, your alma mater has focused on preparing students for a future as creators, 
educators, healers, innovators and entrepreneurs. As a graduate of VCU, I hope you will 
remember that your opportunities are without limit because your potential is limitless.
On behalf of the faculty, staff, students and proud alumni of Virginia Commonwealth 
University, I congratulate you on the remarkable achievement of your Commencement. 




VCU and VCU Health System
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Rector 
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Vice Rector 
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Secretary
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William M. Ginther
Robert D. Holsworth, Ph.D.
Colette W. McEachin
Ron McFarlane





Shantaram Talegaonkar, M.D. 
G. Richard Wagoner Jr.
Steve L. Worley
Kevin Allison
Senior Assistant to the President and
Interim Vice President for Inclusive Excellence
Deborah Davis
CEO, VCU Health System 
Hospitals and Clinics 
and Vice President for Clinical Affairs
Karol Kain Gray
Vice President for Finance and Budget
Ed A. Grier
Interim Vice President for Development  
and Alumni Relations 
Gail Hackett
Provost and Vice President  
for Academic Affairs 
Pamela D. Lepley
Vice President for University Relations
Francis L. Macrina
Vice President for Research and Innovation
Marsha D. Rappley
Vice President for Health Sciences 
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Processional VCU Commencement Band 
  Terry L. Austin, Director
National Anthem* VCU Police Honor Guard 
  VCU Commencement Band 
  Victoria Jackson, Soloist
Welcome and Introductions Gail Hackett, Provost and 
  Vice President for Academic Affairs
Remarks  Michael Rao, President
Commencement Address  Sen. Timothy M. Kaine
Recognition of Award Recipients 
 Edward A. Wayne Medal Michael Rao, President 
 Board of Visitors Award
Conferring of Degrees and Honors Recognition
Doctor of Philosophy Candidates F. Douglas Boudinot, Dean
Doctor of Education Candidates Andrew P. Daire, Dean 
   
Graduate and First Professional Degrees
 Graduate School F. Douglas Boudinot, Dean 
 School of Allied Health Professions Cecil B. Drain, Dean 
 School of Dentistry David C. Sarrett, Dean 
 School of Medicine Peter F. Buckley, Dean 
 School of Pharmacy Joseph T. DiPiro, Dean
Latin Honors and University Honors  Barry L. Falk, Dean
Undergraduate Degrees
 College of Humanities and Sciences Montserrat Fuentes, Dean 
 School of Allied Health Professions Cecil B. Drain, Dean 
 School of the Arts James A. Frazier, Interim Dean 
 School of Business Kenneth B. Kahn, Interim Dean 
 School of Dentistry David C. Sarrett, Dean 
 School of Education Andrew P. Daire, Dean 
 School of Engineering Barbara D. Boyan, Dean 
 L. Douglas Wilder School of Government and Public Affairs John J. Accordino, Dean 
 School of Nursing Jean Giddens, Dean 
 School of Social Work Timothy L. Davey, Interim Dean 
 University College Shelli B. Fowler, Interim Dean  
 VCU Life Sciences Robert M. Tombes, Vice Provost
VCU Alumni Remarks James E. Williams,  
  VCU Alumni President
Recessional** VCU Commencement Band
To share photos or memories from Commencement, use #VCU2017. 
*The audience will stand for the national anthem.     **Graduates will remain in place until the president’s party exits the arena.
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Sen. Timothy M. Kaine
Commencement Speaker
Sen. Timothy M. Kaine has helped people throughout his life as a mission-
ary, civil rights lawyer, teacher and elected official. He is one of 30 people 
in American history to have served as a mayor, governor and U.S. senator.
Kaine was elected to the Senate in 2012 and serves on the Armed 
Services, Budget, Foreign Relations, and Health, Education, Labor and 
Pensions committees. He is the ranking member of the Armed Services 
Readiness Subcommittee and the Foreign Relations Subcommittee on Near 
East, South Asia, Central Asia and Counterterrorism.
He has introduced many pieces of important legislation for Virginia, 
including a bill to recognize six Virginia Indian tribes, to encourage public 
secondary schools to teach students how to prevent dating violence and 
sexual assault, as well as to increase access to life-saving overdose medication 
and prevent drug-related deaths. Kaine also worked to pass bipartisan legisla-
tion to expand pediatric cancer research at the National Institutes of Health 
in honor of Gabriella Miller, a young girl from Leesburg, Virginia, who lost 
her battle with brain cancer in October 2013. 
He is a leading voice in efforts to expand the role of Congress in foreign 
policy and improve the way Congress and the president consult on mat-
ters of war, peace and diplomacy. In addition, Kaine has advocated policies 
that help veterans and military families and that would expand students’ 
options for receiving a high-quality and affordable education. The first piece 
of legislation he introduced in the Senate is currently helping active-duty 
servicemembers attain civilian credentials for military skills to assist their 
transition into the workforce.
Kaine is a graduate of the University of Missouri and Harvard Law School 
and started his public service career by taking a year off from Harvard to 
run a technical school founded by Jesuit missionaries in Honduras. After 
law school, he practiced law in Richmond for 17 years, specializing in the 
representation of people who had been denied housing due to their race or 
disability. He also began teaching part-time at the University of Richmond 
in 1987.
First elected to office in 1994, he served as a city councilmember and then 
mayor of Richmond. He became lieutenant governor of Virginia in 2002 and 
was inaugurated as Virginia’s 70th governor in 2006. 
He is married to Anne Holton, with whom he has three adult children.
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Edward A. Wayne Medal
The Edward A. Wayne 
Medal was established 
in 1971 to honor 
individuals who have 
made outstanding 
contributions or provided 
exemplary services to 
Virginia Commonwealth 
University. Presented 
by the president at 
Commencement, the 
medal is named in honor 
of Edward A. Wayne, 
who was chair of the 
commission that led 
to the establishment 
of VCU in 1968 by 
the Virginia General 
Assembly. Mr. Wayne 
served as the university’s 
first vice rector.
William A. Royall Jr. is the founder of Royall 
& Co., a national marketing firm that provides 
enrollment management and fundraising ser-
vices for more than 300 colleges and universities. 
He recently served as a member of the Virginia 
Commonwealth University Board of Visitors, 
including two years as vice rector. He currently 
serves on the executive committee of the VCU 
Real Estate Foundation Board and is a former 
member of the VCU Heath System board. Bill 
was a journalism major at VCU and executive 
editor of the Commonwealth Times.  
Pamela Kiecker Royall, Ph.D., is head of 
research at Royall & Co. She is the immedi-
ate past chair of the VCU Massey Cancer 
Center Advisory Board and a member of the 
VCU School of Business Foundation Board. 
She was professor of marketing and chair of 
the Department of Marketing in the School of 
Business prior to joining Royall & Co. Pam also is a trustee of Carleton College, her 
alma mater. The Minnesota native earned an M.B.A. from Minnesota State University 
and a Ph.D. in business administration from the University of Colorado at Boulder. 
As co-chairs of the successful $37 million campaign for the VCU Institute of 
Contemporary Art, the Royalls have spent countless hours helping the university with 
the creation of this important arts and community institution. Having expertise in 
streamlining business processes, their vision and financial support helped the Massey 
Cancer Center develop new ways to make clinical trials more efficient, reducing the 
time required for cancer treatment to reach patients.
The couple’s exceptional generosity is making a difference across the university by 
supporting students, faculty, patients, programs, research and facilities. Their dedication 
to VCU has contributed to the prominence of the university and will leave a meaning-
ful and lasting mark on the Richmond community for years to come.   
The Royalls live in Richmond and have five children and four grandchildren.
2017 Recipients
Pamela K. and 
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Sogand Karimian has always had a pas-
sion for health care, and through her 
high academic achievement, outstand-
ing leadership and exceptional service 
locally and abroad, the aspiring nursing 
professional represents the best of Virginia 
Commonwealth University. 
With a 4.0 grade point average, Karimian 
has earned an outstanding academic record 
as a nursing major. She has been described 
as an engaged, highly motivated and 
bright student who enjoys learning and 
interacting with her classmates. Karimian 
has earned recognition on the dean’s list 
and recently presented at the National 
Conference of Undergraduate Research.
Karimian has demonstrated strong lead-
ership skills while at VCU through her 
work with various service-oriented student 
organizations. As the vice president of Project Sunshine and public relations 
officer for the Global Medical Training and Health Disparities Organization, 
she is often organizing and promoting events and service trips that positively 
impact critically ill and impoverished patients. Her leadership is fueled by her 
desire to make a positive difference and bring hope to many.
Serving people of all ages has brought a sense of compassionate purpose to 
Karimian. From volunteering at an elder care facility and typing notes for her 
disabled classmates, to providing clothing and food to 40 orphans and health 
care to hundreds of Nicaraguan families, she has seen the impact a person 
can make on the lives of others in a meaningful way. These experiences and 
the support from her family and university community have helped shape her 
personal growth.
Karimian is a first-generation American and the first in her family to attend 
college.
Board of Visitors Award




University Board of 
Visitors Award recognizes 
the achievements of an 
outstanding undergraduate 
student who represents 
the distinctive attributes of 
a VCU student: outstanding 
academic achievement, 
leadership and service 
to the university and 
the community at large. 
The recipient of the 
award will receive a 
one-year scholarship 
in the amount equal to 
in-state tuition and fees.
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University Marshals
Faculty Marshals




School of Allied Health Professions
Jonathan P. Deshazo
Nigel Berru*














Afroditi V. Filippas 
Lionel W. Brookins*
Graduate School
Melissa L. Abell 
Oonagh Loughran
Mark J. Schaefermeyer 
Amy L. Sarcinella*
L. Douglas Wilder School of 
Government and Public Affairs 
Trisha N. Rhodes 
Ayana M. Braxton* 
School of Medicine
Christopher M. Woleben 
Katherine Pumphrey*
School of Nursing
Genevieve F. Beaird 
Kaitlin R. Boyden*
School of Pharmacy
Krista L. Donohoe 
Giovanni A. Zanota*
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Commencement Coordinators
Terry L. Austin 
Department of Music
Camille S. Coy 
University Marketing 
 
Daniel L. Grenoble 
Facilities Management
Thomas M. Gresham 
University Public Affairs
Bernard C. Hamm Jr. 
Records and Registration
Margaret S. Kelland 
Facilities Management
Thomas M. Kojcsich 
University Marketing
Joseph P. Kuttenkuler 
University Marketing
David C. Morefield 
Media Support Services




Michael R. Porter 
University Public Affairs
LaToya M. Robinson 
Records and Registration
Michele N. Schumacher 
President’s Office
Jason A. Smith 
University Marketing
Jamie M. Stillman 
Provost's Office
Chris A. Taranto 
Media Support Services
Allison K. Toney 
Alumni Relations




  Corey W. Boone Candyce N. Conrad
       Commencement Co-chair Commencement Co-chair
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Academic Costume
The academic costume worn at American 
college exercises derives from the Middle Ages. 
The oldest universities of northern Europe, such 
as Paris and Oxford, grew out of church schools, 
and both faculty and students were regarded in 
the Middle Ages as a part of the clergy. They wore 
clerical habits, largely borrowed from the monas-
tic dress of that day, not just on special occasions 
but as their regular attire.
 The head covering of the academic costume 
developed from the skull cap worn by the clergy 
in cold weather to protect the tonsured head. In 
the universities, the skull cap acquired a point on 
top, which evolved into a tassel. The bonnet with 
tassel is still worn by degree holders of European 
universities. In America, it has been replaced 
by the familiar mortar board, which still retains 
the medieval tassel.
 The hood (the medieval caputium) was 
originally a covering worn over the head in bad 
weather, otherwise dropped on the shoulders as 
the monk’s cowl. At first it was worn by faculty 
and students alike, but in the early 16th century 
it was restricted to graduates, thus becoming the 
mark of a degree holder. Today, each college has its 
distinctive hood lining by which its graduates may be 
recognized in academic processions. Graduates from 
Virginia Commonwealth University may wear a 
hood showing a black chevron on gold background.
 The gown comes from the medieval robe and 
seems to have been borrowed from the habit of 
the Benedictine monks. In the Middle Ages, 
undergraduates, bachelors and masters could be 
distinguished by the simplicity or intricacy of their 
gowns. The doctor’s gown was often furred, which 
survives today in the ornamentation found on 
the doctoral gown. Usually the gown is black, but 
some colleges have gowns of different colors.
 The wide velvet borders extending down the 
front of the doctoral gown, the velvet bars on the 
sleeves, and the borders of most hoods are colored 
according to the scholarly field of the wearer.






Fine Arts, Architecture Brown
Government and  
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Recipients of Degrees
Because of rigid time requirements, this program must be printed before the final list of degree 
candidates and final graduation honor status for undergraduate students can be determined. 
The exclusion of the name of a student is not to be taken as indication of official status as 
a nongraduate, nor is the inclusion of a name of a student to be taken as certification of 
official status as a graduate. Only undergraduate students are eligible for honors designations. 
These designations do not apply to the degrees received by graduate students.
Virginia Commonwealth University is an equal opportunity, affirmative action university providing access to education and employment
without regard to age, race, color, national origin, gender, religion, sexual orientation, veteran’s status, political affiliation or disability. 
Virginia Commonwealth University is accredited by the Commission on Colleges of the Southern Association  
of Colleges and Schools to award Baccalaureate, Master’s, doctoral and first professional degrees.
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College of Humanities and Sciences
Baccalaureate Certificate























Candidates presented by 
Dean Montserrat Fuentes
Abdullah, Omar Najm
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Del Valle De La Torre, Juan Jose E.
International Studies
Alexandria, Virginia






































































African American Studies; Gender, 
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Hester, Olivia P.*
Foreign Language, International 
Studies and Political Science
Manassas, Virginia
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Gender, Sexuality and Women Studies
Richmond, Virginia
Maddox, Brittney Y.
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Powell, William H. Jr.
Religious Studies
Chesapeake, Virginia
Price, Carmen Elizabeth 
Carrillo***





















Gender, Sexuality and Women Studies
Newport News, Virginia
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Religious Studies; Gender, 
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Candidates presented by 
Dean Montserrat Fuentes
Arner, Hannah L.**








































































Liberal Studies for Early and 
Elementary Education
Richmond, Virginia
Fisher, Harmony Faith Teruwork*








































































Liberal Studies for Early and 
Elementary Education
Ashburn, Virginia
Kusdarman, Putri  
Farakh Magdalena
























Liberal Studies for Early and 
Elementary Education
Virginia Beach, Virginia
College of Humanities and Sciences
18     VCU Commencement 2017  * Cum Laude     ** Magna Cum Laude     *** Summa Cum Laude      ° University Honors Student
Moesta, Caroline A.*
































Liberal Studies for Early and 
Elementary Education
Daniel Island, South Carolina
Seibold, Kelly A.*

















































































Health, Physical Education 
and Exercise Science
Alexandria, Virginia


































































College of Humanities and Sciences




























































































































































































College of Humanities and Sciences
































































































































































































College of Humanities and Sciences





























Chemistry and Foreign Language
Poquoson, Virginia































































































































































College of Humanities and Sciences

















































































Psychology; Health, Physical 


















Health, Physical Education 
and Exercise Science
Chester, Virginia



































































Chemistry and Forensic Science
Chesterfield, Virginia
Duran, Tony
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Edwards, Kianna*
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Health, Physical Education 
and Exercise Science
Richmond, Virginia














































































College of Humanities and Sciences










Henderson, Erik DeMarcus Jr.














Suffolk County, New York









































































































































































College of Humanities and Sciences


























































































































































































College of Humanities and Sciences
















































Lansdell, David Llewellyn Blyth*
Sociology
Henrico, Virginia




















Health, Physical Education 
and Exercise Science
Manassas, Virginia













Health, Physical Education 
and Exercise Science
Falls Church, Virginia
Lee, David J. Jr.**°






Lee, Michelle Hyun Ah
Mass Communications
Woodbridge, Virginia
Lee, Peter Suk Jung*









































































Chemistry and Forensic Science
Chester, Virginia
Logeswaran, Praveena*















College of Humanities and Sciences




























Health, Physical Education 
and Exercise Science
Glen Allen, Virginia













































Mann, Nicholas Ward Ben
Anthropology
Dotsonville, Tennessee









































Health, Physical Education 
and Exercise Science
Lynchburg, Virginia
Mattoon, Daniel James Jr.
Mass Communications
Falls Church, Virginia
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Medley, Linda Jo
Chemistry
 Henrico, Virginia 
Mehari, Hidri













































































































Health, Physical Education 
and Exercise Science
Annandale, Virginia








































































College of Humanities and Sciences



























































Health, Physical Education 
and Exercise Science
Falls Church, Virginia
Nguyen, Julie Ngoc-Tram Tang
Mass Communications
Chantilly, Virginia





























































































































College of Humanities and Sciences






















































































































































































Health, Physical Education 
and Exercise Science
Halifax, Virginia
College of Humanities and Sciences










































Reyes, Jennifer Rose Castro
Psychology
Woodbridge, Virginia




















































Rodriguez, Joan Paola N.*
Psychology
Herndon, Virginia





























































































College of Humanities and Sciences



















































Health, Physical Education 
and Exercise Science
Richmond, Virginia



















































































Kitty Hawk, North Carolina
Sorg, Branden A.*



















































College of Humanities and Sciences

































































































































































































College of Humanities and Sciences


























































































































































































College of Humanities and Sciences





























































































































































































College of Humanities and Sciences












Candidates presented by 
Dean F. Douglas Boudinot, 
Graduate School
Carpenter, Erika Fern
Gender, Sexuality and Women Studies
Portland, Oregon
Fowler, Charity Ayn
Gender, Sexuality and Women Studies
Abingdon, Virginia
Master of Arts
Candidates presented by 





















































Master of Fine Arts
Candidates presented by 


















Candidates presented by 









Physics and Applied Physics
St. Paul Park, Minnesota



































































Physics and Applied Physics
Kathmandu, Nepal




Physics and Applied Physics
Surry, Virginia
Guest, Daniel Jr.
Physics and Applied Physics
Richmond, Virginia
College of Humanities and Sciences
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School of Allied Health Professions
Bachelor of Science
Candidates presented by 























































































































































































Candidates presented by 





School of Allied Health Professions




























Master of Health 
Administration
Candidates presented by 



















































Candidates presented by 
Dean F. Douglas Boudinot, 
Graduate School
Alicea, Melissa Ashley







































































Master of Science in 
Health Administration
Candidates presented by 


























School of Allied Health Professions









Master of Science in 
Occupational Therapy
Candidates presented by 











Candidates presented by 











Doctor of Nurse 
Anesthesia Practice
Candidates presented by 












































































Doctor of  
Occupational Therapy
Candidates presented by 












Doctor of  
Physical Therapy
Candidates presented by Dean 


































New London, North Carolina






School of Allied Health Professions

























































Yost, Jacob Hiram IV
Winchester, Virginia
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Baccalaureate Certificate
Candidates presented by Interim 


















































Candidates presented by Interim 










































































































































School of the Arts
School of the Arts
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Bachelor of Fine Arts
Candidates presented by Interim 
Dean James A. Frazier




























Al Fadhala, Aisha Saleh I.M.
Painting and Printmaking
Doha, Qatar






Al-Buainain, Sara Khalid A.R.
Painting and Printmaking
Doha, Qatar






Al-Jalabi, Shurooq Abbas Fadhil
Painting and Printmaking
Amman, Jordan
Al-Kharashi, Nada Raafat 
Mohamed Abd El Monem**°
Interior Design
Alexandria, Egypt










Al-Mana, Shouq Mana I.H.
Painting and Printmaking
Doha, Qatar
School of the Arts
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Al-Mulla, Afnan Ibrahim M.Y.*
Painting and Printmaking
Doha, Qatar












Al-Thani, Noor Hamad J.J.*
Painting and Printmaking
Doha, Qatar








































































Basking Ridge, New Jersey
Berman, Grace Amelia




























































































School of the Arts


























































































West Milford, New Jersey
Dubeau, Julia E.






































































































School of the Arts










































































































































































Craft and Material Studies
Brussels, Belgium
Longbrake, Lexus Mackenzie*




















School of the Arts



































































































































































































School of the Arts
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Rosen, Sara A.*
Art Education








































































East Brunswick, New Jersey
Stempniewicz, Casimira M.**























































































































School of the Arts























Craft and Material Studies
Plymouth Meeting, Pennsylvania
Bachelor of Music
Candidates presented by Interim 




























































Candidates presented by Interim 
Dean James A. Frazier
Braum, Nicholas Ikaika
Advanced Media Production 
Technology
Richmond, Virginia
McCarthy, Caitlin Elaine Serra












Advanced Media Production 
Technology
Richmond, Virginia
Master of Art Education
Candidates presented by 







Candidates presented by 








Master of Fine Arts
Candidates presented by 












































School of the Arts













































































































Master of  
Interdisciplinary Studies
Candidates presented by 
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School of Business
Baccalaureate Certificate
Candidates presented by Interim 














































































Candidates presented by Interim 



























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































Golding, Karl R. Jr.
Business
Chesterfield, Virginia








































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































Candidates presented by Interim 




























































Candidate presented by 
Dean F. Douglas Boudinot, 
Graduate School
Cross, Lauren Patrice




Candidate presented by 























Candidate presented by 











Master of Business 
Administration
Candidates presented by 
















































Gordon, Richard Michael Jr.
Midlothian, Virginia























































Big Stone Gap, Virginia
Robinson, Kirsten C.
Virginia Beach, Virginia




































Master of  
Decision Analytics
Candidates presented by 












Bryan, Hamilton D. Jr.
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Master of  
Product Innovation
Candidates presented by 





























Candidates presented by 








































































































































Salt Lake City, Utah
Eliash, Elliot Matthew
Business












































































































































































































































































































































































































































Master of Supply 
Chain Management
Candidate presented by 
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School of Dentistry
Bachelor of Science
Candidates presented by 










































































Candidates presented by 


















































Doctor of Dental Surgery
Candidates presented by 
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Bachelor of Science
Candidate presented by 
Dean Andrew P. Daire
Oduro, Elizabeth





Candidates presented by 
























Candidates presented by 











































































































































































Candidates presented by 


























































































































Nunez, John Ryan Dabu
















































Candidates presented by 
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Baccalaureate Certificate
Candidates presented by 
Dean Barbara D. Boyan



















Candidates presented by 
Dean Barbara D. Boyan










































































































Computer Science and Psychology
Onancock, Virginia
Boyce, Kyle Wesley
Chemical and Life Science Engineering
Richmond, Virginia























































School of Engineering 
School of Engineering












































































Fitch, Ronald Stephenson Jr.
Chemical and Life Science Engineering
Midlothian, Virginia
Forkins, Christine Brigitte*



























Ha, Brigitte B �ao Châu*





























































Chemical and Life Science Engineering
Virginia Beach, Virginia















































































































































Mohsen, Abdullah Madani H.
Mechanical Engineering
Jeddah, Saudi Arabia




Chemical and Life Science Engineering
Sandston, Virginia
Musso, Antonio C.



























































































































Chemical and Life Science Engineering
Hamilton, Virginia
































































































Solanki, Sanam Mahmad Sajid**°
Biomedical Engineering
Aldie, Virginia















































































































Williams, Fred Allen Jr.






















Candidates presented by 








Candidates presented by 
























Mechanical and Nuclear Engineering
Seoul, South Korea
Marinaicker Kumar, Suresh
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Bachelor of Arts
Candidates presented by 
Dean John J. Accordino
Aabeddin, Helenna A.




























































Homeland Security and 
Emergency Preparedness
Spotsylvania, Virginia
Fouad Elkodeiry, Ahmed H.








Homeland Security and 
Emergency Preparedness
Richmond, Virginia
Guyton, Stephen Kenneth Jr.*




























































































Homeland Security and 
Emergency Preparedness
Glen Allen, Virginia
L. Douglas Wilder School of 
Government and Public Affairs
L. Douglas Wilder School of Government and Public Affairs
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Williams, Zachery C.








Candidates presented by 





































































































































Urban and Regional Studies
Richmond, Virginia
Griffin, James K.














Hazelwood, Fred Trent V.





























L. Douglas Wilder School of Government and Public Affairs





















































Urban and Regional Studies
Chester, Virginia
McKenna, Ashlee N.








































































































































Urban and Regional Studies
Fairfax, Virginia
L. Douglas Wilder School of Government and Public Affairs
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Suriel, Jesus*
























Urban and Regional Studies
Glen Allen, Virginia
Tragesser, John N.*















































Urban and Regional Studies
Charlottesville, Virginia
Winter, Joseph Francis**
















Candidates presented by 

































Homeland Security and 
Emergency Preparedness
Richmond, Virginia





















Salgado, Llewellyn  
Christopher Jr.












L. Douglas Wilder School of Government and Public Affairs
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Master of Arts
Candidates presented by 
Dean F. Douglas Boudinot, 
Graduate School
Ellis, Tyler Williams
























Homeland Security and 
Emergency Preparedness
Forsyth, Georgia
Master of Public 
Administration
Candidates presented by 












Haughwout, Joseph Clifton Jr.
Yorktown, Virginia











Candidates presented by 























Master of Urban and 
Regional Planning
Candidates presented by 
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Post-baccalaureate 
Graduate Certificate
Candidates presented by 
Dean F. Douglas Boudinot, 
Graduate School
Aqeel, Younus M.
Pre-Medical Graduate Health Sciences
Rancho Cucamonga, California
Britt, Erin Lindsey
Pre-Medical Graduate Health Sciences
Sandy Spring, Maryland
Brooks, David Alan
Pre-Medical Graduate Health Sciences
Richmond, Virginia
Cabaniss, David James
Pre-Medical Graduate Health Sciences
Yorktown, Virginia
Canal, Christopher Gunther
Pre-Medical Graduate Health Sciences
Reston, Virginia
Clayton, Nicholas James
Pre-Medical Graduate Health Sciences
Leesburg, Virginia
Cuddy, Travis Michael
Pre-Medical Graduate Health Sciences
Syosset, New York
Cutter, Zachary S.
Pre-Medical Graduate Health Sciences
Midlothian, Virginia
Damiani, Thomas Jackson
Pre-Medical Graduate Health Sciences
Tunkhannock, Pennsylvania
Dang, Malisa Chanda
Pre-Medical Graduate Health Sciences
Midlothian, Virginia
Dean, Joseph C.
Pre-Medical Graduate Health Sciences
Mayo, Maryland
Dionise, Albert Joseph-Nicholas
Pre-Medical Graduate Health Sciences
Brighton, Michigan
Evani, Om Aditya
Pre-Medical Graduate Health Sciences
Richmond, Virginia
Fadel, Kristen Marie
Pre-Medical Graduate Health Sciences
Clifton, Virginia
Freeland, Jordan Alexander
Pre-Medical Graduate Health Sciences
Fredericksburg, Virginia
Gouda, Mazen M.
Pre-Medical Graduate Health Sciences
Richmond, Virginia
Goulet, Zachary David
Pre-Medical Graduate Health Sciences
Manassas, Virginia
Haque, Syed Mahdee
Pre-Medical Graduate Health Sciences
Montreal, Quebec
Hayward, Laura Claire
Pre-Medical Graduate Health Sciences
Yorktown, Virginia
Holloway, Alexa Dagmar
Pre-Medical Graduate Health Sciences
Chapel Hill, North Carolina
Huynh, Viet Quoc
Pre-Medical Graduate Health Sciences
Burke, Virginia
Inamdar, Nirja Asit
Pre-Medical Graduate Health Sciences
Troutville, Virginia
Izadi, Nazanin
Pre-Medical Graduate Health Sciences
Toronto, Ontario
Jessani, Ali-Noor S.
Pre-Medical Graduate Health Sciences
Glen Allen, Virginia
Kang, Elisa
Pre-Medical Graduate Health Sciences
Vienna, Virginia
Kang, Joshua Minsoo
Pre-Medical Graduate Health Sciences
Toluca Lake, California
Kim, Caroline Sung-eun
Pre-Medical Graduate Health Sciences
Seoul, South Korea
Kim, Seung Li
Pre-Medical Graduate Health Sciences
North Chesterfield, Virginia
Le, Aline M.
Pre-Medical Graduate Health Sciences
Fairfax Station, Virginia
Mahashabde, Manasi Sunil
Pre-Medical Graduate Health Sciences
Calgary, Alberta
Mirpanah, Jacob
Pre-Medical Graduate Health Sciences
Ashburn, Virginia
Momeni, Kimia
Pre-Medical Graduate Health Sciences
Vienna, Virginia
Nguyen, Matthew
Pre-Medical Graduate Health Sciences
Orange, California
Nguyen, Matthew Hung-Viet
Pre-Medical Graduate Health Sciences
Richmond, Virginia
Nguyen, Van Xuan
Pre-Medical Graduate Health Sciences
Charlottesville, Virginia
Nguyen, Vy T.
Pre-Medical Graduate Health Sciences
Arlington, Virginia
Njoku, Daniel C.
Pre-Medical Graduate Health Sciences
Chester, Virginia
Nohmer, Frederick Jacob
Pre-Medical Graduate Health Sciences
Merritt Island, Florida
Patel, Dhaval Vijay
Pre-Medical Graduate Health Sciences
Virginia Beach, Virginia
Phillippe, Holly Nicole
Pre-Medical Graduate Health Sciences
Elizabethtown, Pennsylvania
Pierson, Zachary David
Pre-Medical Graduate Health Sciences
Troy, Virginia
Rankin, Jackson Lance
Pre-Medical Graduate Health Sciences
Blacksburg, Virginia
Ratnani, Akshay
Pre-Medical Graduate Health Sciences
Johns Creek, Georgia
Reep, Daniel Tiberius
Pre-Medical Graduate Health Sciences
Fairfax, Virginia
Reynolds, Matthew J.
Pre-Medical Graduate Health Sciences
Chesterfield, Virginia
Richie, Iman Connimie
Pre-Medical Graduate Health Sciences
Chester, Virginia
Richter, Thomas Peter
Pre-Medical Graduate Health Sciences
Wexford, Pennsylvania
Risney, Scott M.
Pre-Medical Graduate Health Sciences
Arlington, Virginia
Ruiz, Brian Abelardo
Pre-Medical Graduate Health Sciences
Virginia Beach, Virginia
Saffran, Alexander
Pre-Medical Graduate Health Sciences
Fairfax Station, Virginia
Schwieder, Andrew Kelly
Pre-Medical Graduate Health Sciences
Richmond, Virginia
Shahid, Lyeba
Pre-Medical Graduate Health Sciences
Woodbridge, Virginia
Shameem, Akif Islam
Pre-Medical Graduate Health Sciences
Fairfax, Virginia
Shaw, Grant Henry
Pre-Medical Graduate Health Sciences
Beaverdam, Virginia
Shin, Jong Myoung
Pre-Medical Graduate Health Sciences
Richmond, Virginia
Somasundaram, Vivek
Pre-Medical Graduate Health Sciences
Lewisville, North Carolina
Sowa, Hillary Ann
Pre-Medical Graduate Health Sciences
Mitchellville, Maryland
Sterne, Kenneth Earl III
Pre-Medical Graduate Health Sciences
Lynchburg, Virginia
Vohra, Hiba Zainab
Pre-Medical Graduate Health Sciences
Midlothian, Virginia
Wong, Wah Jin
Pre-Medical Graduate Health Sciences
Fairfax, Virginia
Wooldridge, Katharine Rose
Pre-Medical Graduate Health Sciences
Midlothian, Virginia
Yadav, Prashant
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Yi, Ariel Hyun Jung
Pre-Medical Graduate Health Sciences
Stafford, Virginia
Yim, Matthew Dongheuk
Pre-Medical Graduate Health Sciences
Ashburn, Virginia
Zhou, Chenxuan
Pre-Medical Graduate Health Sciences
Beijing, China
Master of Public Health
Candidates presented by 






























Candidates presented by 










































































Sioux Falls, South Dakota
Doctor of Medicine
Candidates presented by 












Hospital Appointment: Memorial 











Hospital Appointment: VCU Health
(Internal Medicine- 
Preliminary/PM&R)
(Physical Medicine and 
Rehabilitation)
Barber, Colby Lee
Salt Lake City, Utah










Hospital Appointment: Mayo 
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Barrett, Jonathan Mapp
Richmond, Virginia
Hospital Appointment: University 
of North Carolina Hospitals










Hospital Appointment: Stony 
Brook Teaching` Hospitals




Hospital Appointment: Hofstra 
Northwell School of Medicine, 
Glen Cove Hospital




Hospital Appointment: University 





Hospital Appointment: VCU Health
Richmond, Virginia
(Psychiatry)
Brar, Bobby Karandeep Singh
Riverside, California
Hospital Appointment: University 





Hospital Appointment: University 











Hospital Appointment: Icahn School 
of Medicine St. Luke’s, Roosevelt




Hospital Appointment: University 















Rutgers New Jersey  
Medical School
Newark, New Jersey




Hospital Appointments: University 
of Kentucky Medical Center
Lexington, Kentucky
(Internal Medicine-Preliminary)



































Hospital Appointment: University of 





Hospital Appointment: University of 























Hospital Appointment: University 

























Hospital Appointment: VCU Health
Richmond, Virginia
(Internal Medicine-Preliminary)
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Fajardo, Romulo Andre Salud
Pounding Mill, Virginia












Hospital Appointment: New 
York-Presbyterian Weill 
Cornell Medical Center










Hospital Appointment: University 












Hospital Appointment: St. Louis 











Hospital Appointment: University 






Hospital Appointment: Medical 




Rolling Hills Estates, California






Hospital Appointment: Wake 





Hospital Appointment: University 























Hospital Appointment: University 





Hospital Appointment: University 






Nellis Air Force Base










Hospital Appointment: Bon 





Hospital Appointments: University 
of Maryland Medical Center
Baltimore, Maryland
(Internal Medicine – Preliminary)















































Hospital Appointment: Hospital of 




Kitty Hawk, North Carolina
Hospital Appointment: Louisiana 
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Kelley, Walt James
Cedar Park, Texas











Hospital Appointment: University 
of North Carolina Hospitals




Hospital Appointment: University 











Hospital Appointment: Mayo 






Hospital Appointments: VCU Health
Richmond, Virginia
(Internal Medicine-Preliminary)







Hospital Appointment: Wake 





Hospital Appointment: Ohio State 
University Medical Center
Columbus, Ohio










Hospital Appointment: St. Joseph’s 










Hospital Appointments: University of 








Hospital Appointment: University 























Hospital Appointment: University 





Hospital Appointment: University 





Hospital Appointment: University 





Hospital Appointment: Carilion 


























West Orange, New Jersey






Hospital Appointment: Emory 












Hospital Appointment: Stony 
Brook Teach Hospitals
Stony Brook, New York
(Transitional)
(Radiation Oncology)
Ngo, Anthony Anh-Tuan Huu
Fremont, California
Hospital Appointment: University 
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Nguyen, Michael Hoang
Orange, California





























Hospital Appointment: Greater 





Hospital Appointment: Greenville 
















Mount Sinai School of Medicine




Hospital Appointment: Vidant Medical 




Mt. Olive, New Jersey
Hospital Appointment: University 





Hospital Appointment: University 
of North Carolina Hospitals





















Hospital Appointment: University of 





Hospital Appointments: VCU Health
Richmond, Virginia
(Surgery-Preliminary)





























Hospital Appointment: Medical 






Salt Lake City, Utah
Hospital Appointments: VCU Health
Richmond, Virginia
(Surgery-Preliminary)
University of Utah  
Affiliated Hospitals








Reitz, Robert James III
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania
Hospital Appointment: University 















Hospital Appointment: University of 





Hospital Appointment: San Antonio 
Military Medical Center











Hospital Appointment: Emory 
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Sadik, Adam Yousif
Fox River Grove, Illinois
Hospital Appointment: Advocate 














Hospital Appointment: University 





Hospital Appointment: Walter Reed 





Hospital Appointment: University 





Hospital Appointment: Bon 












Hospital Appointment: Medical 























Hospital Appointment: Baylor 





Hospital Appointment: VCU Health
Richmond, Virginia
(Internal Medicine-Preliminary)
















Smith, Sarah Elizabeth Pauli
Richmond, Virginia
Hospital Appointment: Emory 





Hospital Appointment: New York 
University School of Medicine




Hospital Appointment: University 
of North Carolina Hospitals




Hospital Appointment: University 
of North Carolina Hospitals










Hospital Appointment: Cincinnati 





Hospital Appointment: University 





Hospital Appointment: Hospital of 









Teague, Marife Ann Ortega
Tanauan, Philippines






Hospital Appointment: VCU-Fairfax 





Hospital Appointment: Medical 






Hospital Appointment: Carilion 






Hospital Appointment: Montefiore 





Hospital Appointment: VCU Health
Richmond, Virginia
(Internal Medicine-Preliminary)
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Ward, Sarah Louise
Chesterfield, Virginia











Hospital Appointment: University 










Hospital Appointment: Emory 

































Inova Doctor of 
Medicine Recipients
Candidates presented by 
Dean Peter F. Buckley
Alan, Sheinei Saleem
Haymarket, Virginia






Hospital Appointment: Hofstra 
Northwell School of Medicine













Hospital Appointment: Icahn School 
of Medicine St. Luke’s, Roosevelt










Hospital Appointment: St. 





















White Plains, New York
Hospital Appointment: University 
































Hospital Appointment: University 





Hospital Appointment: Emory 











Hospital Appointment: University 
of Maryland Medical Center
Baltimore, Maryland
(Anesthesiology)
Pascual, Enrique Antonio 
Yupangco
Arlington, Virginia











Hospital Appointment: University of 


















Forest Hills, New York
Hospital Appointment: Carilion 
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School of Nursing
Bachelor of Science





























































































































































































































































































































Candidates presented by 






















































































































































































Candidate presented by 
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Master of Science
Candidate presented by 






Candidates presented by 


































































Hassan, Omar Emad Eldin
Alexandria, Egypt
Haynie, Sean Kyle***
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Bachelor of Social Work
Candidates presented by Interim 
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Pearl River, New York
Rogers, Dennis J.
Wilmington, Delaware
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Master of  
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Woodward, David J. II
Chester, Virginia
Master of Science
Candidates presented by 
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B.S., Guilford College                                                        
M.Ed., University of Virginia
Capstone: “Characteristics of Youth At Risk 
for Summer Learning Loss: Programs and 
Practices to Support Academic Achievement in 
Children Along the Jefferson-Davis Corridor”




B.S., James Madison University        
M.Ed., Lynchburg College
Capstone: “An Evaluation of Word Study 
Implementation and an Analysis of Sustainability 
Practices in a Large, Suburban School Division”
Capstone advisers: Barbara Driver, Ph.D., Whitney 






Capstone: “Investigating the Predictive Value of 
Prior Skill and Ability Tests on Performance 
on the Virginia SOL Algebra I Test”




B.A., Mary Baldwin College
M.I.S., Virginia Commonwealth University
Capstone: “Investigating the Predictive Value of 
Prior Skill and Ability Tests on Performance 
on the Virginia SOL Algebra I Test”
Capstone advisers: Charol Shakeshaft, Ph.D., 





B.A., Mary Washington College 
M.Ed., George Mason University
Capstone: “Using a Quasi-Experimental 
Design to Evaluate the Impact of the 
Talent Development Program on Teacher 
Perceptions, Student Growth and the 
Identification of Historically Underrepresented 
Students for Advanced Programming”




B.S., Northern Michigan University    
M.S., Arizona State University
Capstone: “An Evaluation Framework for 
Measuring Professional Learning Impact: A 
Strategic Planning and Evaluation Capstone”




B.B.A., University of Mary Washington   
M.Ed., Virginia Commonwealth University
Capstone: “Using a Convergent Parallel Mixed-
Methods Design to Investigate Adolescent Sleep, 
Perceptions of High School Start Time, and 
Related Resource Allocation in a Virginia County”




B.S., College of William and Mary
M.Ed., Virginia Commonwealth University
Capstone: “The Role of the School Administrator: 
Finding Time for Instructional Leadership”






Capstone: “Using a Quasi-Experimental Design to 
Evaluate the Impact of the Talent Development 
Program on Teacher Perceptions, Student Growth 
and Identification of Historically Underrepresented 
Students for Advanced Programming”




B.A., University of Richmond
M.S.W., Virginia Commonwealth University
Capstone: “An Evaluation of the Reynolds 
Community College Honors Program”
Capstone advisers: Harold S. Wright Jr.,  





B.S., University of Texas, Austin
M.S., State University of New York, Potsdam
Capstone: “Using a Convergent Parallel Mixed-
Method Design to Investigate Adolescent Sleep, 
Perceptions of High School Start Time, and 
Related Resource Allocation in a Virginia County”




B.S., M.A., Virginia Polytechnic Institute  
and State University
Capstone: “An Examination of K-5 
Retention Practices and Methods to 
Support Struggling Students”




B.A., Saint Mary’s University
M.S., Virginia Commonwealth University
Capstone: “The Workforce Partnership Team 
Demonstration Project: An Interagency 
Approach Towards Readiness”




B.S., M.Ed., Virginia Polytechnic Institute  
and State University
Capstone: “The Workforce Partnership Team 
Demonstration Project: An Interagency Approach 
Towards Workforce Readiness”
Capstone advisers: Brenda F. Cowlbeck, 
Ed.D., Cheryl Magill, Ph.D., and 
Harold S. Wright Jr., Ph.D.
Doctor of Education




B.S., Virginia Polytechnic Institute and 
State University
M.I.S., Virginia Commonwealth 
University
Capstone: “An Examination of K-5 
Retention Practices and Methods 
to Support Struggling Students”





B.A., Virginia Polytechnic Institute and 
State University
M.S., Longwood University
Capstone: “Kagan Cooperative 
Learning: A Study of Teachers’ 
Perceptions Regarding Student 
Engagement and an Analysis 
of Needed Practices to 
Sustain the Model in a Large, 
Suburban School District”






M.Ed., Virginia Commonwealth 
University
Capstone: “The Workforce 
Partnership Team Demonstration 
Project: An Interagency 
Approach to Job Readiness”
Capstone adviser: Brenda F. 
Cowlbeck, Ed.D.
Servis, Cheryl Renee Jennings
Leadership
Appomattox, Virginia
B.A., College of William & Mary
M.Ed., Lynchburg College
Capstone: “An Evaluation of Word 
Study Implementation and 
An Analysis of Sustainability 
Practices in a Large, Suburban 
School Division”






M.Ed., George Mason University
Capstone: “The Role of the School 
Administrator: Finding Time for 
Instructional Leadership”
Capstone adviser: Charol  
Shakeshaft, Ph.D.




M.S.W., Washington University  
of Saint Louis
Capstone: “Characteristics of Youth 
At Risk for Summer Learning Loss:  
Programs and Practices to Support 
Academic Achievement in Children 
Along the Jefferson-Davis Corridor”





B.S., M.S., Longwood University
Capstone: “Using a Quasi-
Experimental Design to Evaluate 
the Impact of the Talent 
Development Program on Teacher 
Perceptions, Student Growth 
and Identification of Historically 
Underrepresented Students 
for Advanced Programming”





B.S., Virginia Polytechnic Institute and 
State University
M.Ed., Lynchburg College
Capstone: “Kagan Cooperative 
Learning: A Study of Teachers’ 
Perceptions Regarding Student 
Engagement and an Analysis 
of Needed Practices to 
Sustain the Model in a Large, 
Suburban School District”





B.A., University of Michigan
M.A., George Mason University
M.Ed., American College of Education
Capstone: “An Evaluation Framework 
for Measuring Professional Learning 
Impact: A Strategic Planning and 
Evaluation Capstone”
Capstone adviser: Charol Shakeshaft, 
Ph.D.
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B.A., University of Richmond
Dissertation: “Role of miR-155 and miR-
146a in Mast Cell Function”




B.S., University of Virginia
Dissertation: “Modulating the Innate Immune 
Response to Electrospun Scaffolds and 
Polymer Degradative Byproducts”




B.Pharm., M.Sc., Kwame Nkrumah University
Dissertation: “Study of Molecular Interactions of 
Glycosaminoglycans and Glycosaminoglcan 
Mimetics with Their Protein Targets”
Dissertation adviser: Umesh Desai, Ph.D.
Akiel, Maaged Abdullah S.
Human Genetics
Riyadh, Saudi Arabia
B.S., King Saud University
M.S., Virginia Commonwealth University
Dissertation: “Genetic Deletion of Insulin-Like 
Growth Factor Binding Protein-7 (IGFBP-7) 
Promotes Hepatocellular Carcinoma (HCC)”




B.S., King Abdulaziz University
M.S., Virginia Commonwealth University
Dissertation: “Thermal Quenching of 
Photoluminescence in ZnO and GaN”




B.Sc., University of Dhaka
D.Egr., Yokohama National University
Dissertation: “Effect of Charged Species 
on the Gradient Properties”




B.S., Virginia Commonwealth University
M.S., Duquesne University
Dissertation: “Biological Mechanisms and Symptom 
Outcomes of Uncertainty and Psychological Stress in 
Parkinson’s Disease”




Pharm.D., Tabriz University of Medical Sciences
Dissertation: “Evaluation of Regional Drug 
Deposition of Nasal Delivery Devises 
Using In Vitro Realistic Nasal Models”





M.Ed., Virginia Commonwealth University 
Dissertation: “How Master Teachers Conceptualize 
Student Engagement: A Comparison of Theoretical and 
Practitioner Perspectives”




B.A., San Francisco State University
M.S., Columbia University
Dissertation: “Person-Centered Treatment to 
Optimize Psychiatric Medication Adherence”









Dissertation: “Omnidirectional Infrared 
3-D Reconstruction and Tracking”




B.S., Christopher Newport University
M.A., East Tennessee State University
Dissertation: “Bridging the Empathy Gap: 
Effects of Brief Mindfulness Training on 
Helping Out-group Members in Need”
Dissertation adviser: Kirk Warren Brown, Ph.D.
Blackwell, Garreth C.
Media, Art, and Text
Pascagoula, Mississippi
B.A., M.A., University of Mississippi, Oxford
Dissertation: “Good as We Know It: Goodness 
in Graphic Design Discourse Since 1870”




B.S., University of Alexandru Ioan Cuza
M.Ed., University of Mary Washington
Dissertation: “Educational Predictors 
for Community Living”




B.S., University of Kentucky
Dissertation: “Hydrogen Peroxide Modulation 
of TRPV2 Channel Gating”




B.A., University of Pennsylvania
M.S., Virginia Commonwealth University
Dissertation: “Carryover Effects of 
Environmental Stressors in Amphibians”






Clinical and Translational Science
Bluffton, South Carolina
Doctor of Philosophy
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Cooley, Lauren Folgosa
Clinical and Translational Sciences
Fayetteville, Georgia
B.S., University of Richmond
Dissertation: “The Role of ADAM10, ADAM17, 
and Spag6 in Humoral Immunity and 
Secondary Lymphoid Tissue Architecture”
Dissertation adviser: Daniel H. Conrad, Ph.D.
Corson, Tyler Rogers 
Health Related Sciences
Virginia Beach, Virginia
B.A., University of Virginia
M.S., University of Massachusetts, Boston
Dissertation: “The Impact of Perceived 
Mental Illness Stigma on Caregivers’ 
Desire to Relinquish Care”
Dissertation adviser: Tracey Gendron, Ph.D.
Crabb, Edward Blake
Rehabilitation and Movement Science
High Point, North Carolina
B.A., University of North Carolina, Wilmington 
M.S., University of North Carolina, Greensboro
Dissertation: “Exercise, Wall Shear Stress and 
Atherosclerosis: An Evaluation of Exercise-
Induced Cellular Adhesion Molecule Proteolysis”





Dissertation: “Tissue Factor Expression, Regulation 
and Signaling in Human Airway Cells”




B.S., University of Cukurova
M.S., Rutgers University
Dissertation: “Bio-Carbon from Lignin and Its 
Applications in Batteries, Supercapacitors 
and Oxygen-Reduction Reaction”




B.Pharm., University of Mumbai
M.S., Creighton University
Dissertation: “Salvianolic Acid B for Pulmonary 
Delivery Towards Reversal of Emphysema”




B.S., M.S., Virginia Commonwealth University   
Dissertation: “Point Defects in GaN: 
Theory and Experiment”
Dissertation adviser: Denis O. Demchenko, Ph.D.
Do, Elizabeth Kieuvan
Clinical and Translational Sciences
Annandale, Virginia
B.A., University of Virginia
M.P.H., Virginia Commonwealth University
Dissertation: “A Multi-Method Exploration of the 
Genetic and Environmental Risks Contributing to 
Tobacco Use Behaviors in Young Adulthood”
Dissertation advisers: Hermine Maes, Ph.D., Briana 
Mezuk, Ph.D., Timothy York, Ph.D., Todd Webb, 





B.S., Imam Khomeini International University
M.S., Semnan University
Dissertation: “Synthetic Modeling of Power 
Grids Based on Statistical Analysis”





Dissertation: “Abuse-Related Behavioral 
Effects in the Mouse and Their 
Modulation by HIV-1 Tat Expression”




B.Tech., Indian Institute of Technology
M.S., Virginia Commonwealth University
Dissertation: “A Method for Analyzing Correlated 
Predictors Acting Through a Mediation Pathway on 
a Biological Outcome”
Dissertation adviser: Robert A. Perera, Ph.D.
Evans, Lindsey L.






Dissertation: “Orientia Tsutsugamushi Modulates 
the Pro-Inflammatory Transcription Factor NF-kB”







B.S., Glenville State College
M.B.A., Marshall University
Dissertation: “A Sensitivity Analysis for Relative 
Importance Weights in the Meta-Analytic 
Context: A Step Towards Narrowing the 
Theory-Empiricism Gap in Turnover”





Media, Art, and Text
Abingdon, Virginia
B.A., Florida State University 
M.A., Virginia Commonwealth University  
J.D., University of San Diego
Dissertation: “Negotiating Desire: Resisting, 
Reimagining and Reinscribing Normalized 
Sexuality and Gender in Fan Fiction”




B.S., University of Virginia
Dissertation: “Synthesis of Functionalized 
Thioureas and Their Biological Applications”
Dissertation adviser: Vladimir Sidorov, Ph.D.
Doctor of Philosophy




B.A., Tianjin University of Commerce
M.Acc., Virginia Polytechnic Institute 
and State University
Dissertation: “Review of Whistleblowing Studies in 
Accounting Research: Examining Corporate Internal 
Whistleblowing Policy”
Dissertation adviser: Alisa G. Brink, Ph.D.
Ghadban, Roula
Nursing
Buffalo, New York 
B.S., M.S., American University of Beirut
Dissertation: “Smoking Behavior in Arab Americans: 
Acculturation and Health Beliefs”





Health Services Organization and Research
Burke, Virginia
B.A., Virginia Polytechnic Institute and State University 
M.A., John Hopkins University
Dissertation: “Managed Care and Patient 
Outcomes: What Was the Impact of 
the State Regulatory Backlash?”




B.S., Virginia Commonwealth University  
M. Ed., George Mason University
Dissertation: “Virginia’s Instructional Technology 
Resource Teacher Program: Ten Years Later, 
What We Know and Where We Need to Go”




B.S., University of Maryland, College Park
Dissertation: “Functional Study of CMYA5, 
a Candidate Gene for Schizophrenia”
Dissertation advisers: Rita Shiang, Ph.D., and 




B.E., Dalian University of Technology    
M.Eng., Dalian University of Technology
Dissertation: “Improving the Performance and Time-
Predictability of GPUs”




B.A., DePauw University  
M.F.A., Virginia Commonwealth University
Dissertation: “Assessing Acquiescence 
in Surveys Using Positively and 
Negatively Worded Questions”




B.S., Georgia State University
Dissertation: “Investigating the Role of 
the Alpha 7 Nicotinic Acetylcholine 
Receptor in Nicotine Dependence”




B.S., Virginia Polytechnic Institute and State University
M.S., Virginia Commonwealth University
Dissertation: “The Effect of Ethanol 
on Oxycodone Tolerances”




B.S., Tulane University 
M.S., Virginia Commonwealth University
Dissertation: “Sustainable Adapted 
Treatments for Eating Disorders: The Role 
of Cultural Adaptation in Prevention”
Dissertation advisers: Faye Belgrave, Ph.D., Suzanne 
Mazzeo, Ph.D., Rosalie Corona, Ph.D., Robin 




B.S., University of Florida  
M.S.W., Florida State University
Dissertation: “Food Justice: Exploring Race 
and Privilege in Community Gardens 
in Southern, Urban Food Deserts”
Dissertation advisers: Mary Secret, Ph.D., Patrick 





B.A., M.Ed., Kent State University    
M.B.A., Cleveland State University
Dissertation: “Reliability and Stability of 
the Six Question Disability Measure in 
the Current Population Survey: What 
the Data Can and Cannot Tell Us About 
Disability and Labor Force Participation”




B.S., University of Notre Dame
Dissertation: “MDA-9/Syntenin: From Glioblastoma 
Pathogenesis to Targeted Therapy”
Dissertation adviser: Paul B. Fisher, Ph.D.
Lewis, Thomas F. Jr.
Business
Virginia Beach, Virginia
B.S., Norfolk State University
M.B.A., University of Chicago
Dissertation: “Favorability of Financial and 
Nonfinancial Performance Measures 
and Analysts’ Recommendations”
Dissertation adviser: Benson Wier, Ph.D.
Lind, Mackenzie Jean
Clinical and Translational Sciences
Lancaster, Pennsylvania
B.S., University of Scranton
Dissertation: “Sleep Disturbances and Internalizing 
Disorders: The Role of Genes and Trauma”
Dissertation advisers: Ananda B. Amstadter, Ph.D., 
and Kenneth S. Kendler, M.D.
Doctor of Philosophy




B.Pharm., China Pharmaceutical University
Dissertation: “Three Dimensional Homology 
Modeling of Organic Cation Transporter 3 
to Identify Structural Elements Mediating 
Transporter-substrate Interactions”




B.S., M.S., Virginia Commonwealth University 
Dissertation: “The Side of Auditing that 
the Public Never Sees: Do Dirty Records 
Influence Professional Skepticism?”
Dissertation adviser: Alisa Brink, Ph.D, Benson Wier, 
Ph.D., Lindsay Andiola, Ph.D., Robson Glasscock, 




B.S., Virginia Polytechnic Institute and State University
Dissertation: “Chemical Probes for Protein 
α-N-Terminal Methylation”





Dissertation: “Inhibition of Oxidative and 
Conjugative Metabolism of Buprenorphine Using 
GRAS Compounds or Dietary Constituents”




B.A., Virginia Polytechnic Institute  
and State University
M.Ed., La Salle University
Dissertation: “Testing the Ability of Two Series of 
Models to Predict High School Graduation Status”





Dissertation: “The Role of the Nucleosome 
Remodeling Factor NURF in Inhibiting T 
and NK Cell Mediated Antitumor Immunity 
by Suppressing Tumor Antigenicity and 
Natural Cytotoxicity Receptor Co-ligands”




B.A., Mumbai University 
M.Ed., Virginia Commonwealth University
Dissertation: “Using Classroom Social 
Dynamics to Understand Adjustment 
of Student with Disabilities”




B.S., Loyola University Chicago
M.S., Virginia Commonwealth University
Dissertation: “Self-Forgiveness in Romantic 
Relationships: The Impact on the 
Perpetrator and the Relationship”
Dissertation adviser: Jeffrey D. Green, Ph.D.
Moscati, Arden Anthony Mecca
Clinical and Translational Sciences
Gaithersburg, Maryland
B.A., Oxford University
Dissertation: “The Dual Faces of Misery”




B.Sc., M.Sc., University of Dhaka  
Dissertation: “Self-Supported Assembly of Metal 
and Semiconductor Nanostructures for Enhanced 
Optoelectronic and Electrocatalytic Properties”




B.S., University of Pune
M.S., Texas Agricultural and Mechanical 
University, Corpus Christi
Dissertation: “Network Analytics for miRNA 
Regulome and miRNA-Disease”




B.Pharm., M.Pharm., Kwame Nkrumah University  
Dissertation: “Design, Synthesis and 
Biological Characterization of Selective 
Mu-Opioid Receptor Antagonists”






Dissertation: “Lived Experiences of School 
Counselors Who Address Mental Health Needs 
Through Evidence-Based Educational Programs”
Dissertation adviser: Mary Herman, Ph.D.
Orr, Caroline Amy
Social and Behavioral Sciences
Richmond, Virginia
B.A., M.A., East Carolina University 
M.S., Loyola University, Maryland
Dissertation: “Behavior Change Techniques to 
Promote Smoking Cessation During Pregnancy: A 
Theory-Based Meta-Analytic Review”




B.E., The Institution of Engineers
M.Tech., Indian Institute of Technology
Dissertation: “Fabrication of Flexible, Biofunctional 
Architectures from Silk Proteins”







Counter Medication Use and Decision-
Making of Community-Dwelling U.S. Older 
Adults: A Mixed-Methods Approach”




B.E., M.S., Pukyong National University
Dissertation: “Respiratory Prediction and 
Image Quality Improvement in 4D CT/
MR for Lung Tumor Treatments”




B.S., University of Richmond
Dissertation: “The Impact of Objective 
Quality Ratings on Patient Selection of 
Community Pharmacies: A Discrete Choice 
Experiment and Latent Class Analysis”
Dissertation adviser: David Holdford, Ph.D.
Doctor of Philosophy




B.S., M.S., Virginia Commonwealth University 
Dissertation: “An Investigation into Atomically-
Precise CrxTey Clusters and Underlying 
Properties of the Cr6Te8(PEt3)6 System”
Dissertation adviser: Shiv N. Khanna, Ph.D.




M.A., University of California, Berkeley
Dissertation: “A Dialogue of Learning: 
The Exploration of a Service-Learning 
Practicum and the Development of 
Democratic Educational Values”





M.S.W., Virginia Commonwealth University
Dissertation: “The Meaning of Health and 
Healing Among Virginia American Indian 
Peoples in the Context of a Reservation-
Based, Non-Federally Funded Health Clinic”
Dissertation adviser: M. Alex Wagaman, Ph.D., and 





Dissertation: “Novel Therapeutic 
Strategies for Pancreatic Cancer”




B.S., University of Richmond
Dissertation: “A Trisomic-Disomic Model 
System Using Cells from People with Mosaic 
Down Syndrome Unmasks Age-Related 
Changes in Cells with Trisomy 21”




B.S., Virginia Commonwealth University
Dissertation: “Optimization of In-Vitro 
Translation Conditions and Synthesis and 
Incorporation of 4-Fluoro Histidine”
Dissertation adviser: Ashton Cropp, Ph.D.
Rissler, Grant Edward
Public Policy and Administration
Front Royal, Virginia
B.A., Goshen College    
M.A., John Hopkins University
Dissertation: “Advocate or Traditional 
Bureaucrat? Understanding the Role of ESL 
Supervisors in Shaping Local Education 
Policy Toward Immigrant Communities”
Dissertation adviser: Saltanat Liebert, PhD.
Roberts, Ivy R.
Media, Art and Text
Silver Spring, Maryland
B.A., Marlboro College
M.A., Antioch University Midwest
Dissertation: “Distant Electric Vision: Cultural 
Representations of Television from ‘Edison’s 
Telephonoscope’ to the Electronic Screen”




B.Sc., M.Sc. University of Pune 
M.S., Virginia Commonwealth University
Dissertation: “Paralogs, Hub Proteins, and Unknown 
Proteins in Bacterial Interaction Networks”




B.S., Ed.S., University of Virginia
M.Ed., George Mason University
Dissertation: “Upper Elementary Reading 
Instruction in the Age of Accountability: 
Balancing Best Practices with Pressures 
to Achieve on High-Stakes Tests”
Dissertation adviser: Joan A. Rhodes, Ph.D.
Savage, Jeanne Elizabeth
Clinical and Translational Sciences
Saint Louis, Missouri
B.A., University of Missouri, Columbia
Dissertation: “Drinking Motives Underlying 
Internalizing and Externalizing 
Pathways to Alcohol Misuse”
Dissertation advisers: Danielle Dick, Ph.D., John 




B.S., M.P.H., San Diego State University
Dissertation: “The Roles of Environment, 
Perceptions, and Behaviors on Smoking and 
Tobacco Use Among U.S. College Students”





Dissertation: “A Road Map for Development of  
Novel Antipsychotic Agents Based on a 
Risperidone Scaffold”




B.S., University of Mary Washington
Dissertation: “Synthesis and Characterization 
of Metallic Nanoparticles for Applications in 
Catalysis”




B.S., Lake Superior University  
M.A., Central Michigan University
Dissertation: “Experiences and Perceptions of 
Behavioral Factors that Contribute to Successful 
Weight Loss in Male Bariatric Patients”
Dissertation adviser: Lisa Abrams, Ph.D.
Doctor of Philosophy





Dissertation: “Alpha6Beta2 Subunit Containing 
Nicotinic Acetylcholine Receptor Contributions to 
Abuse-Related Effects of Nicotine and Alcohol”




B.A., Lynchburg College 
M.A., Sweet Briar College
Dissertation: “Separation of Transition and Heavy 
Metals Using Stationary Phase Gradients and 
Chelation Thin Layer Chromatographyl Evaluation 
of the Effectiveness of POGIL-PCL Workshops”




B.Sc., M.Sc., University of Mumbai
Dissertation: “ATM Phosphorylates Subunit 
A of PP2A Resulting in Its Nuclear 
Export and Spatiotemporal Regulation 
of the DNA Damage Response”




B.A., University of Florida, St. Petersburg 
M.S., Virginia Commonwealth University
Dissertation: “An Integrated Behavioral Model 
of Healthcare Utilization Among Transgender 
and Gender Non-Confirming Adults”




B.S., M.S., Virginia Commonwealth University    
Dissertation: “A Targeted Approach to Increasing 
the African American Blood Donor Pool”




B.S., The University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill
Dissertation: “Structural Determinants of Abuse-
Related Neurochemical and Behavioral Effects of 
Para-Substituted Methcathinone Analogs in Rats”




B.S., Kent State University
M.S., Villanova University
Dissertation: “Preparation, Application and 
Evaluation Techniques of Porous Materials 
for Gas Separation and Purification”




B.A., University of Southern California
M.Ed., Columbia University
Dissertation: “Called to Teach: A Mixed-Methods 
Exploration of Adjuncts’ Teaching Self-Efficacy at a 
Mid-Atlantic Community College”




Villacis, William Paul Clavijo
Engineering
Quito, Ecuador
B.S., M.S., Virginia Commonwealth University 
Dissertation: “Low-Temperature Fabrication Process 
for Integrated High-Aspect Ratio Metal Oxide 
Nanostructure Semiconductor Gas Sensors”




B.A., M.F.A., George Mason University    
Dissertation: “‘The Writing Writes Itself’: Deleuzian 
Desire and the Creative Writing M.F.A. Degree”
Dissertation adviser: William R. Muth, Ph.D.
Watkins, Tamara Evaline
Media, Art and Text
Saginaw, Michigan
B.A., M.A., Saginaw Valley State University    
Dissertation: “(Re)Mediating the Spirit: An Analysis 
of Evangelical Christian Young Adult Media”




B.E., Beijing Institute of Technology
Dissertation: “Towards Design and Analysis 
for High-Performance and Reliable SSDs”
Dissertation adviser: Weijun Xiao, Ph.D.
Yeh, Hsi-Wei
Mechanical and Nuclear Engineering
New Taipei City, Taiwan
B.S., National Tsing Hua University   
M.S., National Yang Ming University
Dissertation: “Production and Characterization of 
Polymeric Composite for Controlled Drug Release”
Dissertation adviser: Daren Chen, Ph.D
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Virginia Commonwealth 
University is committed 
to excellence in teaching, 
research, public service 
and patient care. To realize 
and recognize academic excellence is VCU’s highest 
priority. The Honors College was established to 
help fulfill this objective by meeting the needs of 
academically talented undergraduate students.
University Honors and Awards
Honors College
VCU bestows the accolade of “graduation with University Honors” on graduating seniors 
who have attained distinction through impressive achievement in course work as well 
as other formal and informal educational experiences. To merit this distinction, students 
must complete a rigorous honors curriculum, excel in their academic work and submit an 
academic dossier that reflects their commitment to learning in the best university tradition. 
Their petition to graduate with University Honors must be approved by the Honors College 
Council. The medallions worn by these students at Commencement recognize this achieve-
ment; this distinction also is noted on the students’ official transcripts and on their diplomas.
















































































































































L. Douglas Wilder 
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The Honor Society of Phi Kappa Phi
Phi Kappa Phi is a national honor society founded in 1897. The 
Virginia Commonwealth University chapter was established 
in 1976. The primary objectives of the society are to promote 
the pursuit of excellence in all fields of higher education and 
to recognize outstanding achievement by students, faculty and 
others through election to membership and various awards for 
distinguished achievement.
Phi Kappa Phi typifies the honor society’s ideal character-
istic of American higher education, for it exists for the dual 
purpose of recognizing and honoring those students who attain 
high scholastic achievement and encouraging those students 
who are capable of doing so.
Phi Kappa Phi is unique because it recognizes scholarship 
in all academic disciplines and does not restrict membership to 
a specific field. Its interest and eligibility are extended across 
all subjects offered at the modern university and, by so doing, 
the society highlights the importance of appreciating and un-
derstanding more than a single limited specialty.
Phi Kappa Phi 
Faculty Initiates
School of the Arts
E. Gaynell Sherrod
Phi Kappa Phi 
Student Initiates 
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College of Humanities and Sciences
Department of Biology
Black History in the 
Making Award
Jaz-munn Johnson
Charles and Leann Blem 
Scholarship in Biology
Jeannine Ann Leoncio
Lewis C. Goldstein 
Award of Excellence
Ryan Sameen Meshkin 

























































Paul B. Ferrara 
Scholarship in Forensic 
Science
Ashley Cooley



















































































Statistical Sciences and 
Operations Research













Paul Minton Graduating  
Senior Award 
Ralph Miller
Excellence in Operations 
Research Award
Tyler Bishop
Excellence in Statistics Award 
Sina Rahini-Madjzoub
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School of Allied Health Professions
Department of Clinical 
Laboratory Sciences
A.D. Williams Award
Sabina Baidoo  
(received in junior year)
Kaitlin Pierce  
(received in junior year)













Student of the Year Award
Danielle Orr  
(December 2016 graduate)
A.D. Williams Award 
for Scholarship
Andrea Middleton  
(December 2016 graduate)
Iris A. Parham Award
Stephanie Scott  
(August 2017 graduate)
Marion Cotter King Award
Danielle Orr  
(December 2016 graduate)
Alzheimer’s Disease and Related 
Disorders Education Award
Arla Halpin
Department of  
Health Administration
Herman L. Mullins Award for 
Outstanding Management Study
To be announced













Donald J. Romano Prize
Laura Kreiser
Class of 2017 Student 





E. Diane Sheffield  
(August 2016 graduate)
Erin Smoak
A.D. Williams Scholarly 
Achievement Award






A.D. Williams Leadership 
Scholarship
Ben Kiesler
A.D. Williams Fieldwork 
Scholarship
Kathryn Hamlin-Pacheco


























Lewis and Violet Childers 
Memorial Scholarship
Kelly Parker
Marianne E. Macdonald 
Scholarship Award
Kelly Hainline







Elizabeth Blackburn Award – 
Nuclear Medicine Technology
Stacy Coffey
Tina Plaster Memorial 
Award – Radiography
Angelica Arias
Outstanding Student Award 
– Radiation Therapy
Savannah Coleman








Marjorie P. Howard Scholarship 
in Rehabilitation Counseling
Alesha Daniels-Smith
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Ruth Hibbs Hyland Award
Emily M. Mckenney
Art Education Merit Award
Alexandra E. Minor






Dean’s Scholarship in Cinema
Arielle L. Bryant
Doris Lansing Four-Year 
Merit Scholarship
John M. Bakker





















Arts Tuition Assistance 
Scholarship
Lauren F. Berger






Philip B. Meggs Memorial 
Scholarship Fund
Christina N. Hairston






































Outstanding Emerging Dance 
Student Leader Award
Caroline E. Moore









Danielle E. Hugh Sam











Danielle E. Hugh Sam
Kia O. Jordan
John and Martha Rogers Four-
Year Merit Scholarship
Ellen M. Charlwood






George Newman Award for 
Excellence in Menswear Design
Joshua L. Bigelow











Dean’s Scholarship in 
Graphic Design
Dorothy H. Albro
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The Akira Ouchi Graphic 
Design Scholarship
Samuel J. Adkins






Dean’s Scholarship in 
Interior Design
Maxim V. Belyaev
Xiao Tong T. Chen
Dana F. Herrault




Dean’s International Study Grant
Danielle Deneys
VCU Arts Dean’s Advisory Group
Danielle Deneys
Phi Kappa Psi: School of the Arts 




Barbara Ellen Powers 
Memorial Scholarship
Esther J. Cho












Interior Design Scholarship 
in Honor of Lynne Margaret 
Ward and Amy Nelson Mcfall
Farrah El Sharif





Richmond IFDA Charles Woods 
Memorial Scholarship
Jonah S. Hacinas
Robert F. Hester Scholarship
Danielle Deneys






William B. Clopton Scholarship
Danielle Deneys

















Dean’s International Study Grant
Meredith E. Brindley














Arts Tuition Assistance 
Scholarship
Alexandra P. Goia
Arts Study Abroad Scholarship
Robert S. Mitchell
Andrew Gehr West Scholarship
Nathaniel A. Frost
Donald Bick Memorial 
Fund For Percussion
Gilson L. Fearnow
Friends of Opera Scholarship
Tess N. Ottinger













Jonathan L. Mela 
Memorial Scholarship
Robert S. Mitchell





Pollak Society Awards 
Andrew C. Brunson
Nathaniel A. Frost
Waverly M. Cole Music Fund
Danielle Gibbons




Dean’s Scholarship in 
Painting and Printmaking
Lindsay T. Basile









Etta and Bernie Edwards 
Endowment for the Arts
Michael M. Duggan











VCU Arts Dean’s Advisory Group
Mahari K. Chabwera
School of the Arts (cont.)
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School of the Arts (cont.)
Department of 
Photography and Film









VCU Arts Dean’s Advisory Group
Alyssa B. Michener











































Marvin Sims  
Memorial Scholarship
Mikayla L. Bartholomew
Phi Kappa Phi: School  
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School of Business






















































































Department of Supply Chain 
Management and Analytics
Jamal D. Robinson
Department of Information Systems
Asya N. Wilson
Department of Marketing
Student of the Year
Shayan Daraeikia














Department of Information Systems
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School of Dentistry
Dental Hygiene Awards
American Association of 
Public Health Dentistry 
Award in Dental Hygiene
Magdalena Llinás
Clinical Dental Hygiene Award
Magdalena Llinás
Colgate Oral Pharmaceuticals 
STAR Award











Mission of Mercy Award of 
Excellence for Dental Hygiene
Ashley Connors
Magdalena Llinás
Sigma Phi Alpha  
Honorary Fraternity
Stephanie Anderson





Virginia Dental Hygienists’ 
Association Award
Magdalena Llinás
Doctor of Dental 
Surgery Awards
Academy of Operative 
Dentistry Award
Natasha Amy Grover
American Academy of Implant 
Dentistry Dental Student Award
Brittany Leigh Field
American Academy of Oral and 
Maxillofacial Pathology Award
Kathleen Elizabeth Higgins
American Academy of Oral and 
Maxillofacial Radiology Award
Leonardo Koerich de Paula
American Academy of 
Oral Medicine Award
Kathleen Elizabeth Higgins
American Academy  
of Osseointegration
Samuel Tack
American Academy of Pediatric 
Dentistry Certificate of Merit
Lance Chongleng Cheng
American Academy of 
Periodontology Award
Chao Yi Zhang
American Association of Oral 
and Maxillofacial Surgeons 
Dental Student Award
Vickas Agarwal
American Association of Public 
Health Dentistry Award
Bryant Hampton Wooten
American Association of 
Endodontists Award
Chezdan Leigh Baker
American Association of Oral 
and Maxillofacial Surgeons 
Dental Implant Award
Conner James Sherwood
American Association  
of Oral Biology Award
Alyssa Gutierrez Ricci
American Association  
of Orthodontists Award
Leonardo Koerich de Paula
American Association of Women 
Dentists Elenor J. Bushee 






American Dental Society 
of Anesthesiology Horace 
C. Wells Award
Lauren Elise Kaplan
DENTSPLY Merit Award for 
Removable Prosthodontics
Eugena Curtis Waggoner
F.B. Wiebusch Award for 
Excellence in Periodontics
Margaret Caroline Jones
H. Edward Semler Award
Madison Ashleigh Wallace




Hugh B. Douglas Jr. Award
Alex P. Long
International College of 
Dentists Award USA Section 
Student Humanitarian Award
Christina Kingman Horton
International College of 
Dentists Award USA Section 
Student Leadership Award
Alyssa Gutierrez Ricci




Mission of Mercy Award  
of Excellence for Dentistry
Ashley Rebecca Anderson
Mikhail Harrison Bondarew 
Katharine Pentz Hammaker
Courtney Ellen Killough
Southeastern Academy  
of Prosthodontics Award
Denver James Lyons
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School of Education







Debbie and Todd 
House Urban Education 
Scholarship in Math 
and Science













Meadows L. Phillips and 





N. Thelma Jones 
Scholarship
Peter LaBarr
Richard J. Rezba 
Scholarship
Brian Condit















Virginia and Berta 
Newell Scholarship
Sara Polson
Virginia Scholars Award 
– Delta Kappa Gamma 
Society International
Yolanda Richey
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School of Engineering
Alfa Laval Scholarship 
in Heat Transmission
Albert DeAngelis
Alice T. and William 
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L. Douglas Wilder School  










Alpha Phi Sigma, the National 


































Elizabeth Caroline MariAnn Davis Russ




American Planning Association, 
Virginia Chapter, Outstanding 
Student Award
Madison Elizabeth Wilson

























Tanya M. Gonzalez 
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Third-Year Class for 2015-2016
Lauren Folgosa Cooley
Nicholas Andrew Leverone
Second-Year Class for 2014-2015
William Mason Cregar
Alexander Wade Rankin




Jonathan Mapp Barrett 
Karen Rebecca Brown 
Lauren Folgosa Cooley* 
William Mason Cregar* 
Michael James Dennis* 
Tracy DeMocker Fennessy* 
Vernon Joseph Forrester 
Christopher John Hagen* 
James Michael Jarvis* 
Elizabeth Maria Jaworski 
Timonthy Chandler Keating 
Mary Katherine Keith 
Walt James Kelley* 
Emily Kathleen Kershner* 
Nasir Khatri 
Hae Sung Kang* 
Nikhil Kolluri* 
Nicholas Andrew Leverone 
Andrew David Lyell 
Rebecca Anne Maddux 
Olga Mutter* 
Ross Christian Pallansch 
Ekta Patel 
Taylor Magruder Powell* 
Alexander Wade Rankin* 
Jessica Ann Regan 
James Phillip Reynolds* 
Christopher Andrew Riley* 
Jonathan David Sorah 
Jason Andrew Stearns* 
Leah Rose Towarnicky 
Justin Pariwat Tuwatananurak* 
Matthew Malone Wallace* 
Ryan Harold Wyatt    
*Elected in junior year










Phi Kappa Phi Honor Society, 2012; 
Charles. C Clayton Award, 2013; 
Phi Kappa Phi School of Medicine 
Achievement Award, 2015; VCU 
Massey Cancer Center Research 
Retreat – Outstanding Poster 




Biostatistics Student Research 
Symposium, Best New Presenter, 
2013; Biostatistics Student 
Research Symposium, second 
place, 2014, 2015; The Honor 
Society of Phi Kappa Phi, 2015
Rebecca Ruffin Lehman
Biostatistics Student Research 
Symposium, third place, 2014; The 
Honor Society of Phi Kappa Phi, 
2014; Phi Kappa Phi Love of Learning 
Award, 2015, 2016; Biopharmaceutical 
Applied Statistics Scholarship, 
2015; VCU School of Graduate 
Studies Travel Grant, 2016, 2017
Department of 








Marion Waller Award; 
C.C. Clayton Award
Nadia Masroor





Phi Kappa Phi Honor Society; 
Phi Kappa Phi Scholarly 
Achievement Award
Caitlin Wise
Phi Kappa Phi Society; Phi Kappa 
Phi Scholarly Achievement Award
Department of Health 
Behavior and Policy
Ph.D. in Social and Behavioral Sciences
Caroline Orr
VCU Graduate School Dissertation 
Assistantship Award 2016; 
MCV Alumni Award 2017; Phi 
Kappa Phi Honor Society
Department of Human 
and Molecular Genetics
M.S. Candidate
Gladys Emmanuella Putri Langi
Phi Kappa Phi Honor Society, 
2016; Fulbright-Indonesia 




Phi Kappa Phi Honor Society, 2016; 
Best Poster Presentation, Massey 
Cancer Center Research Retreat, 2016
Ph.D./M.S. Candidate
Kelly A. Rafferty
Phi Kappa Phi Scholarly 
Achievement Award, 2017; Roscoe 
D. Hughes Fellowship, 2016
M.D./Ph.D. Candidate
Bridget Quinn
Phi Kappa Phi Honor Society, 
2011; VCU Massey Cancer Center 
Research Retreat, Outstanding Poster 
Presentation, first place, 2013; Travel 
Award, Pancreatic Cancer Workshop, 
Cold Spring Harbor Laboratories, 2014; 
Roscoe D. Hughes Award, 2015
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Phi Kappa Phi Honor Society, 2016
Charlton Lam
Alpha Epsilon Lambda Nomination, 
2017; Charles C. Clayton Award 
Nomination, 2017; Phi Kappa 
Phi Awardee, 2017; Phi Kappa Phi 
Honor Society Inductee, 2016
Ayana Scott-Elliston
2016 Travel Award, Graduate Women 
in Science National Meeting
John L. Smith
Phi Kappa Phi Society Nominee, 2017 
Ph.D. candidates
Amina Abdul Qayum
American Association of 
Immunologists, Trainee Abstract 
Award; AAI Travel Award; Outstanding 
Ph.D. Student (biology), 2016; 
College of Humanities and Sciences; 
Immunology 2015 Travel Award
Fadi Elrami
Alpha Epsilon Lambda 
Honor Society, 2016
Sabrina Prescott
Epsilon Sigma Alpha Graduate 
Studies Scholarship, 2009; Phi 
Kappa Phi Honor Society, 2010; 
Southern Regional Education Board 
Doctoral Scholar Fellowship, 2010; 
Southern Regional Education Board 
Travel Grant, 2010; VCU School of 







Virginia Foundation for Healthy 
Youth Poster Award, 2015
Joanna C. Jacob
Phi Kappa Phi Honor Society, 2015
Rachel M. Enga
Travel Award, International Narcotics 
Research Conference, 2015; 
Anthony Ambrose Award, 2015




Robert Ramsey Award, 2014; 57th 
International Respiratory Conference 
of the AARC Presentation, 2013; HSC 
Pediatric Center Jacqueline P. King 
Annual Respiratory Presentation, 2013; 
VSRC Neonatal/Pediatric Conference 
Presentation, 2013; 56th International 
Respiratory Conference of the AARC/
Journal of Respiratory Care, 2010
Iwona Ruchala
Graduate research assistant, 
Department of Physics, 2009-2011 
M.S. candidates
William Adams
Presidential Management Fellowship, 
finalist, 2017; teaching assis-
tant, Physiology 206 lab, 2017
Bharat Balan
Phi Kappa Phi Scholarly Achievement 
Award Nominee, 2017; Phi Kappa 
Phi VCU chapter member, 2016-2017; 
teaching assistant, Physiology 206 
lab, 2016; Premedical Graduate Health 
Sciences Certificate Program, 2016
Maryum Ijaz
Teaching assistant, Physiology 206 
lab, 2017; Premedical Graduate Health 
Sciences Certificate Program, 2016
Sung Woo Kim
Teaching assistant, Physiology 206 
lab, 2016; Premedical Graduate Health 
Sciences Certificate Program, 2016
Nikhil Shah
The Biophysical Society, 2016; Alpha 
Epsilon Lambda Honor Society 
nominee, 2017; teaching assis-
tant, Physiology 206 lab, 2017
Ramsey Sitta
Teaching assistant, 
Physiology 206 lab, 2016
Alex Will
Charles C. Clayton Award, depart-
ment nominee, Spring 2014
Premedical Graduate Health Sciences 
Certificate Program, Spring 2016
Department of 
Radiation Oncology
Ph.D. in Medical Physics
Christopher L. Guy
Young Investigator’s Symposium, 
Mid-Atlantic Chapter Meeting of 
AAPM, first place, 2015; Phi Kappa 
Phi Honor Society, 2016; Editor’s 
pick/cover article, first author, 
Medical Physics, November 2016
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Award for Excellence 
in Public Health
Arzo Hamidi
Award for Excellence 



















Excellence in Advocacy 


















Overall Achievement in 
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Cesare and Ida 
Sclarandis Scholarship
Amy Malloy
David P. Beverly 
Memorial Scholarship
Christine Wengloski














The Frank and Pat 
Baskind Gift-Giving 




Grace E. Harris 
Merit Scholarship
Deja Spratley
Hans Falck Doctoral 
Scholarship
Amy Prorock-Ernest
The Honor Society 
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Alma Mater
In March 2016, VCU Alumni’s board of governors approved Virginia Commonwealth University’s first 
alma mater, “We Gather Here.” Written by Lemont “Monty” Kier, Ph.D., a longtime faculty member, 
and his son, Andy Kier, a 1990 VCU graduate, the school song honors the university’s commitment to 
providing students with experiences that they carry with them beyond their years on campus.
“We Gather Here”
Lyrics: Monty Kier            Music: Andy Kier
We gather here, our voices raise,  
of VCU we sing our praise,  
the Black and Gold our colors show,  
diversity and value grow.  
We’ve learned so much beyond each class,  
the joy of friendship will not pass. 
So much in life is mem’ry borne,  
of VCU they’ll not be shorn.
The mem’ries of a campus walk,  
so many friends, we stop to talk,  
the friendships here were made to last,  
they’re in our minds though years have passed.  
The seasons pass, the years roll by,  
from VCU the reason’s why  
we are enriched from values learned,  
they bring us joy that we have earned.
Next year again we will be here  
to see our school and give a cheer.  
So VCU keep all that is great,  
you’ve brought us joy that is our fate.  
So come let us sing of VCU,  
with ev’ry verse we will renew  
the mem’ries from our campus time,  
each one embedded in a rhyme.
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Dear graduate,
On behalf of VCU Alumni, I am privileged and honored to congratulate 
you on this wonderful occasion. Although you likely received much sup-
port and encouragement from your families and friends, this is a personal 
achievement that is a tribute to your hard work and intellectual persever-
ance.
 
As you bring this chapter of your academic career to a close, I hope you 
will recognize that your university and your alumni organizations have 
provided you with solid ground from which to jump-start your career. I 
also hope that you, as alumni, will use your significant talents and energies 
to expand your alumni organization’s stewardship.
 
As a graduate, you join more than 183,000 VCU alumni throughout the 
world and, with words and deeds, show the excellence and quality of your 
education. Be proud of your university, because we are proud of you. 
Our wish for each of you is that you realize your full potential and, in doing 
so, find a method of contributing to society and the university in a way that 
is meaningful for you.
 
Please consider joining VCU Alumni and continue to be engaged with your 
alma mater. Your membership creates opportunities for you to have a posi-
tive influence on VCU and to ensure a powerful legacy for the benefit of 
future generations.
Yours for VCU,
James E. Williams (B.S.’84/GPA; M.S.’96/GPA)
President, VCU Alumni 
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What we now know as Virginia Commonwealth 
University began as two institutions: the Medical 
College of Virginia, established in 1838 as the medical 
department of Hampden-Sydney College, and the 
Richmond School of Social Economy, founded inde-
pendently in 1917, then becoming the Richmond 
division of the College of William & Mary in 1925.
The Medical College of Virginia gained indepen-
dence from Hampden-Sydney in 1854 and became 
state-affiliated in 1860. In 1939, the College of William 
& Mary changed the name of its Richmond campus to 
Richmond Professional Institute. 
RPI became an independent state 
school in 1962.
In 1967, VCU came closer to its 
current state. Edward A. Wayne Sr., 
president of the Richmond Federal 
Reserve Bank, along with city and 
state leaders recommended the 
formation of a university using 
resources from MCV and RPI. With 
the signature of Gov. Mills E. 
Godwin Jr., Virginia Commonwealth 
University came into being in 1968 
with Warren W. Brandt as president.
Today, President Michael Rao, 
Ph.D., is the leader of VCU and 
VCU Health System. A premier, 
urban public research university, 
VCU has garnered $271 million in sponsored research 
as one of the nation’s top 200 research universities. In 
2016, U.S. News & World Report listed several VCU 
graduate and first-professional programs in the top 50 
of their rankings. The School of the Arts, ranked sec-
ond overall, holds a top ranking among public 
institutions. Among graduate and first-professional 
rankings, VCU’s nurse anesthesia program is top in the 
nation. The same publication ranked VCU Medical 
Center’s state-of-the art care in more than 200 specialty 
areas among the best in the nation. A safety-net hos-
pital, VCU Medical Center is ranked second in the 
commonwealth and as the top place to seek medical 
care and treatment in Central Virginia in areas ranging 
from organ transplantation and burn healing to head 
and spinal cord trauma and cancer treatment. 
With an enrollment of more than 31,000 students 
in 225 degree and certificate programs — 79 of which 
are unique to Virginia and serve cross-disciplinary pur-
poses — VCU also boasts educators who are nationally 
and internationally recognized for their excellence in 
the arts, business, education, engi-
neering, the humanities, life 
sciences, social work and all of the 
health care professions. VCU 
employs over 2,200 full-time instruc-
tional faculty who are nationally 
and internationally recognized for 
their high-quality instruction across 
13 schools and one college.
With campuses beyond 
Richmond, VCU students and 
faculty live and work in locations 
throughout the commonwealth and 
the world. For over a decade, stu-
dents enrolled at VCU School of 
the Arts Qatar receive the same 
world-renowned education and 
training as students in Richmond. 
The School of Medicine and School of Pharmacy’s 
collaboration with Northern Virginia’s Inova Health 
System successfully established the VCU Inova campus 
and now educates third- and fourth-year medical and 
pharmacy students. In Charlottesville, the School of 
Pharmacy’s second satellite location for Doctor of 
Pharmacy students operates at the University of Virginia 
Medical Center. 
More than 183,000 VCU alumni live worldwide, 
leading and positively impacting their communities.
Virginia Commonwealth University
A VCU University Relations publication
an equal opportunity/affirmative action university  
003477-03
Congratulations to all! Commencement
MAY 13, 2017
The Richmond Coliseum ✦ Richmond, Virginia
